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To: Members, Interagency Coordinating Committee on Oil Pollution Research (ICCOPR) 

  

Subj: MINUTES OF THE 2017 THIRD QUARTER ICCOPR MEETING  
 

1. General: ICCOPR held a meeting at the U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington, DC 

on June 21, 2017. Ms. Kirsten Trego called the meeting to order on June 21, 2017, at 9:30 am 

and it continued until 3:45 pm. The agenda can be found in Enclosure (1). Representatives of 

ICCOPR agencies that were in attendance or on the phone were:  

CAPT Joseph Loring, Chair, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)  

Dr. Robyn Conmy, Vice Chair, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Ms. Kirsten Trego, Executive Director, USCG  

CDR James Weaver, USCG 

LCDR Stacey Crecy, USCG  

Mr. Kurt Hansen, USCG 

Ms. Vanessa Principe, EPA 

Mr. Greg Wilson, EPA 

Ms. Suzanne Chang, Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) 

Dr. Jeff Ji, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) 

Mr. Dan Eldredge, Navy Supervisor of Salvage (SUPSALV) 

Ms. Erica Folio, Department of Energy (DOE) 

Ms. Gabby Intihar, DOE 

Mr. Scott Lundgren, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)  

Mr. Steve Lehmann, NOAA 

Mr. Bob Smith, Department of Transportation (DOT) Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety 

Administration (PHMSA) 

Mr. Tom Thompson, DOT Maritime Administration (MARAD) 

Dr. Barry Forsythe, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 

Mr. Thomas Schneider, CSRA 

Ms. Rebecca Weissman, CSRA 

 

Guests:  

Ms. Jennifer Bauer, National Energy Technology Laboratories (NETL), DOE 

Mr. Glen Watabayashi, NOAA 
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2. Welcome and ICCOPR Opening Remarks:  The following opening remarks were made:   

a. CAPT Joseph Loring (USCG) 

 CAPT Loring welcomed all participants to the Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 third quarter 

meeting.  

 CAPT Loring noted several staffing changes with the Coast Guard Office of Marine and 

Environmental Response Policy (CG-MER) to include the following: CDR Scott 

Stoermer has left for Sector Upper Mississippi and CDR Ricardo Alonzo will take his 

place. LCDR Roxanne Jensen has departed and was replaced by LT Adam Mosely. LT 

Branden Aten is departing at the end of June and will be replaced by a Lieutenant later 

this summer. Mr. Kevin Sligh is on assignment at the National Security Council (NSC).  

 CAPT Loring also noted that the International Oil Spill Conference (IOSC) was a success 

with over 1,600 people in attendance, 200 presentations, 60 countries, and 14 short 

courses delivered. Planning for the next IOSC starts this summer. The next conference 

will be hosted in New Orleans.  

 The Estimated Recovery System Potential (ERSP) Workshop is being held concurrently 

with this meeting. BSEE had Genwest develop the ERSP which is a system that further 

takes into account weathering, oil thickness, among a variety of other variables. The 

system is designed to be used in the offshore environment.  The workshop is looking at 

whether it can be used near shore or inland. The Coast Guard Research & Development 

Center (RDC) is meeting Coast Guard stakeholders (including the National Strike Force 

(NSF)), EPA, NOAA, PHSMA, and industry stakeholders to discuss the ESRP and its 

applicability and implications. If the system is used, it could require potential regulation 

changes and have Oil Spill Response Organization (OSRO) implications.  

 The National Response Team (NRT) Co-Chairs meeting occurred the week of June 12, 

2017 and was very successful. Key topics discussed included work being conducted by 

the Endangered Species Act Subcommittee and data management.   

b. Dr. Robyn Conmy (EPA) 

 Dr. Conmy thanked everyone who participated in IOSC.  

 Dr. Conmy noted that we are about to enter the third year of the six-year cycle for the 

Research & Technology (R&T) Plan and that more work has yet to be done  to translate 

the research priorities into the agencies plan, which should become a focus when 

determining the agencies objectives, projects, and funding opportunities.  

 The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) Gulf Research Program proposals are due; 

many academic institutions have reached out to see if ICCOPR members could be 

stakeholders. Dr. Conmy noted that ICCOPR and the NRT Science and Technology 

(S&T) Subcommittee could be good groups for academia to engage.  

 

Action Item:  

 Dr. Conmy and ICCOPR members would like to set up an ERSP briefing at the next 

quarterly meeting.  
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3. General Updates/Announcements:  

a. Conferences 

 Ms. Trego noted that abstracts for the 2018 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill and Ecosystem 

Science (GoMOSES) Conference are due by September 10, and that the 2017 conference 

After Action Report (AAR) has been posted.  

 The NAS Gulf Research Program is hosting a two-day workshop on Rapid Response to 

Oil Spills on August 2-3, 2017.  ICCOPR members have been invited to the two day 

conference which is community and health resilience focused. CAPT Loring will be 

participating on a discussion panel.  

 Several ICCOPR members noted that while human health issues were on the R&T plan, 

there was no real federal representation from the human health field. 

o Mr. Steve Lehmann (NOAA) noted that beyond human health issues there is a mental 

health element to oil spills.  

o  Mr. Scott Lundgren (NOAA) asked if a representative from the Health and Human 

Services (HHS) should be added to the ICCOPR membership.  

 Mr. Lehmann noted that to include a new agency would require an amendment to 

the charter.  

 Ms. Trego noted that she will be participating on a federal partner engagement panel with 

NOAA, EPA, and BOEM at the NAS Gulf Research Program Advisory Board meeting 

on June 28, 2017. 

 

Action Item:  

 Ms. Trego will identify a potential HHS representative/member to invite.  

 Ms. Trego will forward the invitation and agenda for the NAS August 2-3, 2017 

workshop to the ICCOPR membership. 

 

4. Presentation 1 – Data to Discovery: NETL Spatial-temporal and Big Data Tools for 

Advanced Offshore Research (Enclosure 2): Ms. Jennifer Bauer (NETL) is a geospatial 

researcher and provided an overview presentation on their offshore work. Also for more 

information go to: https://edx.netl.doe.gov/offshore 

 The National Energy Technology Laboratory is part of the U.S. DOE national laboratory 

system, and is dedicated to fossil energy research and development. The work described 

today is primarily preformed out of NETL’s facility in Albany, Oregon. The work 

described here falls between geologic, computational, and geospatial research and 

development.  

 For the last six years, NETL has been working on developing an Offshore Risk Model 

(ORM) focused on risk reduction and better informing prevention methods. The model 

consists of a suite of eight tools, models and data that looks at the full system (e.g., 

subsurface, wellborn, all the way to the platforms, and getting to the shoreline, etc.). The 

various tools can be used together to run scenarios and determine overall risk and 

formulate prevention plans to mitigate risks.  

 It was asked if NETL service and support was available for the tools given a design 

geared toward external user access and operation; this expert input and engagement can 

be important during response and post-response reviews. 

o Ms. Bauer noted that NETL would like, to the greatest extent possible, to be involved 

with these tools when in use to assist the users. She also noted that a lot of these tools 

https://edx.netl.doe.gov/offshore
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will be available publicly soon through NETL’s Energy Data eXchange (EDX), 

which will allow NETL and DOE to host the codes to the tools, maintain the core 

code, and monitor their use.  

 It was asked what NETL’s connectivity was with the offshore industry and insurance 

companies.  

o Ms. Bauer noted that there is some involvement, mainly consisting of conversations 

that may lead to more formal agreements, like MOUs and CRADAs. She further 

stated that the data driving the analysis is publicly available.  

 It was asked if these tools could be used for water column data, or as a model to help 

understand what would happen if there was a blowout in the water column.  

o Ms. Bauer noted that the models can be applied to these kinds of questions.  

 It was asked if the models use climate historic data over time.  

o Ms. Bauer noted that you can use historic data, either from a historic point in time or 

averaged data. 

 It was asked if the tools are transferable from one area to another. 

o Ms. Bauer noted that the tools are transferrable to other regions, users will just need 

to provide appropriate inputs, such as ocean currents, bathymetry, climatological, and 

impact related data.  

 The last scenario Ms. Bauer presented looked at how confident we are in the availability 

to find the response equipment. It was asked if NETL looked at exploration plans to 

gather their data to run this scenario. 

o Ms. Bauer noted that NETL did look at data from exploration plans, but existing 

formats of the data limited their ability to rapidly incorporate the data into the tools.  

o It was also noted that the Response Resource Inventory (RRI) might be a good 

resource to pull data from; however, it was also noted that the RRI is voluntary and is 

only as accurate as the OSROs data that is input.  

 It was asked how the service side accessed the products and tools?  

o Ms. Bauer noted that using the secure side of Energy Data eXchange (EDX) can be 

used to allow users control to restrict access, and approved users can upload and 

access data and tools from both secure or proprietary sources as well as publicly 

available sources.  

 

Action Items:  

 If you would like additional details or access to any of the tools, or have additional 

questions, please contact Ms. Bauer at: jennifer.bauer@netl.doe.gov. 

 CAPT Loring will connect Ms. Bauer with the USCG RRI personnel to discuss access 

and sharing of data on response equipment.  

 

5. Presentation 2 – General NOAA Operational Modeling Environment (GNOME) 

Enhancements: Glen Watabayashi (NOAA) provided an overview presentation on the GNOME 

tool set and updates (Enclosure 3).  

 NOAA has been doing oil spil trajectories since the late 1980s.  GNOME 1 has been used 

for the past 20 years.  Wind data comes from NWS and currents from various sources 

including HFR and external models such as ROMS.  A challenge is that the data doesn’t 

always  match up for a given area at a given time such as HFR and ROMS. Historically 

GNOME and the Automated Data Inquiry for Oil Spills (ADIOS 2) have been 

mailto:jennifer.bauer@netl.doe.gov
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independent applications with different algorithms.  The new modeling environment puts 

together the trajectory and fate model into one box and they now share algorithms. 

 There are three options if you go to the new GNOME homepage – WebGNOME, the old 

Operational GNOME, and GNOME Online Oceanographic Data Server (GOODS).  

GOODS has currents, winds, maps, and is publically available around the world, and 

ADIOS the oil fate model These pieces can be  run independently or coupled together. 

 WebGNOME is currently available for testing from the Office of Response and 

Restoration (OR&R) website: https://gnome.orr.noaa.gov. This is a web based 

application and isn’t downloaded on to your desktop.  It was noted that the blow out 

model from Dr. Sokolofsky (Texas A and M Univ.) is not available yet but it will be part 

of the tool set.   

 Chemical Aquatic Fate and Effects (CAFE) is a new tool for chemical responses and 

looks at the aquatic toxicity of chemicals. Oil and dispersant data were recently added to 

this tool.  

 Nonpublic tools include GridPlume 3D Plot, which is a 3-D analysis tool that shows 

concentration over time for a specific site. The Current Analysis for Trajectory 

Simulation tool (CATS) generates current current patterns on the fly. MapRoom 

Digitizing Tool is used to generate shoreline and bathymetry data for the CATS model.  

This allows NOAA to create currents for anywhere in the world that bathymetry charts 

are available for.   

 ADIOS has been upgraded to include generic oil types, like Generic Gasoline, Generic 

Heavy Crude, etc. It also has new algorithms to help estimate oil properties when data is 

not available.  

 A new online Trajectory Analysis Planner (TAP) viewer is being developed for the 

internet.  

o It was asked what the run time on TAP was.  

 Mr. Watabayahsi noted that run time will vary depending on the amount of 

data being analyzed, a supercomputer is not being used. For example, the 

Arctic run was for 180 days and it took a couple of days to “crunch” those 

numbers, opposed to the Santa Barbara run which was for 14 days and only 

took a couple of  

 

6. Member Research & Development (R&D) Updates 

a. EPA 

 Dr. Conmy noted that the updated slides from March are still relevant and that the EPA is 

completing a lot of projects while beginning to look at where they are going to leverage 

partnerships.  

 The EPA is partnering with BSEE on Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) projects as 

well as in-situ burn situations looking at air monitoring during the burn.  

 The photo-oxidation project has not begun, but will gear up in the summer of 2017.  

o Ms. Chang (BSEE) noted they are currently doing viscosity tests, but are not 

weathering the oil in their study.  

o Mr. Lundgren also noted that NOAA is doing a project of the biological effects on the 

sheen toxicity.  

 CAPT Loring asked if there was still work being done with Taylor Energy. 

https://gnome.orr.noaa.gov/
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o Dr. Conmy noted that while they will be down in that area testing, the work they are 

doing is research oriented and not linked to other issues surrounding Taylor Energy.  

They are headed down to test the Remus capability.  

  

Action Item:  

 Ms. Chang will connect with Dr. Conmy about the BSEE project that just started 

measuring viscosity of 17 different oils.  

 

b. NOAA (Enclosure 4) 

 Mr. Lundgren presented on several ongoing NOAA projects.  

 The Arctic State-of Science for Dispersants and Dispersed oil (DDO) was broken into 

three phases.  

o Phase 1: Identify primary research / reference documents (completed). 

o Phase 2: Determine what is known definitively and what uncertainties remain about 

state-of-the-science of DDO in Arctic. 

 Three papers have been completed: Efficacy & Effectiveness; Physical Transport 

& Chemical Behavior; and Degradation & Fate. The papers on Ecotoxicity & 

Sublethal Impacts and Public Health and Food Security are still being finalized.  

 Ms. Chang noted that a Scottish paper was just released on Arctic degradation, 

which has raised the issue: should drilling continue in the Arctic.  

 Mr. Lundgren noted the final Ecotoxicity & Sublethal paper should be 

finalized later this summer.  

 Completed papers are release to the public with all of the compiled research on 

the topics, and available on the Coastal Response Center’s (CRC) website.   

o Phase 3: Provide recommendations on outreach/education materials based on the state 

of science that would be effective in communicating the state of science to the 

broader response community.    

 Other studies currently include the three-phased remote sensing studies looking at aerial 

data gathering and validating that against field data; and a thin sheen toxicity study to 

evaluate early life stages of fish and invertebrates.  

o It was asked if only South Louisiana Crude oil would be used on the thin sheen study 

or if a range of oil will be used, as there may be some opportunities to do comparative 

work with EPA regarding different oils and dispersants. 

 Mr. Lundgren noted that we he was not sure but would follow-up.  

 The development of guidelines for opening fisheries and beaches following an oil spill is 

also underway.  

 Mr. Lundgren also noted that NASA’s disaster team wants to do a remote sensing 

workshop in 2018 and has been in touch with NOAA for input on objectives; Mr. 

Lundgren suggested briefing this at ICCOPR for wider agency awareness..  

 

Action Item:  

 Mr. Lundgren will follow up with Dr. Conmy as to whether the thin sheen study will look 

at a range of oils and possible comparative work.  
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c. U.S. Navy 

 Mr. Dan Eldredge (Navy) noted that during World War II two tankers were sunk 25 miles 

off of Long Island. Recently there have been reports of sheening in the area.  Navy 

Supervisor of Salvage (SUPSALV) is supporting the USCG with a 190 foot dive to help 

assess the situation and determine if a larger oil removal operation is required. No 

obvious leaks have been detected, and at this point, there is the assumption that the sheen 

is being caused by droplets being released from all over the ship vs. one larger breeched 

area.  

o Mr. Lehmann noted that NOAA started seeing the sheening in satellite reports. While 

NOAA hasn’t seen any obvious leaks, they are starting to look at how the ship is 

corroding and how quickly.   

o It was also noted that the State Historic Preservation Office has been consulted as this 

is a historic site, as well as the Department of State, as the ship is British flagged.   

 CAPT Loring noted the Navy’s Current Buster works better than the USCG equipment 

based on a beta test conducted in Hampton Roads.  Therefore, the USCG is looking at 

removing the Spilled Oil Recovery System (SORS) from inventory, and is considering a 

funding package to replace with the Current Buster.    

 

Action Item:  

 Mr. Eldredge will forward the list of upcoming Navy trainings, exercises, and events to 

Ms. Trego for distribution to ICCOPR members. 

 

d. BSEE (Enclosure 5) 

 Ms. Chang thanked USCG for their help with the IOSC technical demonstration. Mr. 

David Moore is working on letters for those that helped with the presentation.  

 Personnel updates:  

o Mr. Scott Angelle is the new BSEE Director.  

o Mr. Tim Steffek has left BSEE, and is pursuing an opportunity at the American 

Petroleum Institute.   

o Due to Department of Interior (DOI) hiring controls, BSEE is unable to hire or fill 

open positions currently.  

o Mr. David Moore and Ms. Kristi McKinney will attend ICCOPR meeting in the 

interim.  

 Ohmsett Activities: 

o Texas A&M University training will be in August; spots are still available, please go 

to www.ohmsett.com to register if you are interested in attending.  

o A one-day event is being planned in the fall of 2017 to celebrate the 25
th

 anniversary 

of Ohmsett.  

o Dispersant Performance using HOOPS will be done the last week of June 2017.  

o Diminishing Slick Weir testing is being sponsored by BSEE and will look at slicks 

from three inches to one inch.  

 Recently Completed Projects (please see slides for details on each project presented): 

o BSEE Oil Spill Response Research (OSRR) #1034: Temporary Oil Spill Storage and 

Recovery in Alaskan Arctic Using Petrogel Technology. 

 It was asked if any lab experiments were done for particulates and whether the 

organic and inorganic particulates and debris impacted the petrogel. 

http://www.ohmsett.com/
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 Ms. Chang did not believe they did.  

o BSEE OSRR #1039: Oil Leak Detections with a Combined Fluoresce Polarization 

Instrument and a Wide Band MultiBeam Sonar. 

o BSEE OSRR #1041: HC-Sentinel: AUV Glider for High Endurance Subsea 

Hydrocarbon Detection. 

 In-situ mass spectrometry was able to detect benzene and a couple of other 

chemicals, in addition, it  was relatively effective in detecting hydrocarbons.  

o BSEE OSRR #1065: Development of Acoustic Methods to Measure Oil Droplet Size 

& Slick Thickness on ROV & AUV Platforms. 

o BSEE OSRR #1069: On-Board Flotation System for Removal of Surface Oil under 

Arctic Conditions (this was more of a proof of concept project). 

o BSEE OSRR #1071: Multifunctional Herding-Sorbent Agents for Use in Icy Water. 

 It was determined that Douglas fir, an acid, and two different microbial strands 

worked best in trying to keep the oil from spreading, but did suppress in-situ 

burning. Still in early TRL, this product acts more like an aggregator on the water 

surface. 

 Alaska Clean Seas was interested in potentially using this on inland rivers.  

 There was concern as to where this product would go on the Sub-Part J schedule.  

 New Projects – Recently Awarded ( please see slides for details on each project 

presented): 

o BSEE OSRR #1078: Development of an Oil Thickness Sensor. 

o BSEE OSRR #1073: Oil Composition vs. Dispersant Effectiveness. 

 New Projects – Solicitation for Broad Agency Announcements (BAA’s): 

o In-Situ Burning:  

 Advance development of ad-hoc igniters, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) and 

autonomous underwater vehicle (AUV) ignition systems. 

 Innovative fire and fuel configurations to optimize in-situ burning volumes and 

efficiencies. 

 Improved efficiency of burns by minimizing burn residue and/or soot. 

o Remote Sensing: 

 Remote Sensing Technology Development to Detect Oil and/or Measure Oil 

Thickness under Ice and/or Snow, Encapsulated in Ice, and Floating within 

Broken Ice Fields. 

 Development of Algorithm and/or Imagery Processing Technology to Measure 

Emulsion Levels and/or Thickness of Oil Using Various Remote Sensing Tools. 

o Mechanical/Dispersant: 

 Development of an Active Ice Management System for Skimmers. 

 Determine the Relative Efficiency of Various Surface Dispersant Delivery 

Techniques/Systems. 

 

e. Coast Guard (Enclosure 6) 

 Mr. Kurt Hansen (USCG) provided an overview of various RDC projects.  

 Project 4701: Response to Oil in Ice.  

o Currently the RDC is looking at how to address the recommendations to the federal 

on scene coordinators guide and some wording within documents. 

 Project 4702: Detection and Mitigation of Oil within the Water Column. 
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o The project report is near completion.  

 Project 4704: Improved In-Situ Burning for Offshore Use. 

o There was a setback on this project as they broke the beach.  

 Project 4705: Oil Sands Response.  

o Just completed oil sands clean-up testing at Ohmsett.  The initial theory was a drum 

skimmer would not do as well with the oil products as time went on and that the 

brush skimmer would be better.  Looking at fresh and salt water, testing has shown 

that the pumps were getting bogged down, but otherwise they both were holding up 

well.  

o Looking at DBL 152 freshwater skimmer tests and mitigation of sunken oil moving 

along the bottom.  

 Project 4707: Shale Oil and Gas Preparedness and Response. 

o The main issue of concern is what to do with wastewater.  A white paper is being 

developed based on this issue, to help provide policy on what to do with these 

products. For example, some wastewater could contain radioactive material.  

 Project 4708: Oil Spill Response Emerging Technology Assessment. 

o The RDC is working on this with/for CG-MER, and is trying to develop an evaluation 

process/criteria to use to asses emerging technologies.  It incorporates the technical 

readiness levels (TRL) developed by BSEE.  

o This is something that the Regional level and NRT S&T Subcommittee could 

potentially assist with.  

o Builds on ideas/processes (like ARTES and IATAP) that are used during active spills.   

 Project 4710 - Nearshore and Inland Evaluation of the ERSP Calculator.  

o CAPT Loring mentioned the project this morning.  A feasibility workshop was held 

over last two days.  The group was looking at the calculator to assist if it can be 

adapted for the near shore and inland environments.   

 Project 7935: Equipment Surge risk Assessment Tool. 

o This project resulted from Deepwater Horizon and the movement of response 

equipment from across the country. This project is in the concept stage and is looking 

to see if there is a way to determine risk to an area, if a spill occurs after the 

equipment is removed/moved to respond to another spill.  

 It was asked if this assessment tool would take into effect potential regulation 

restrictions.  

 It was noted that yes, there would potentially be a tiered system that takes into 

account those that can move with and without regulation restrictions. 

 Project 6210 - Arctic Operations Support. 

o Coast Guard Cutter (CGC) Healy will be conducting summer missions in the ice.  

The USCG is currently trying to a one more skimmer to use with CGC Healy.  

o It was asked who is doing the unmanned vehicle work.  

 NOAA was not able to assist, so the USCG will perform the work.  

o It was also asked if anything would be put in the water. 

 The RDC has used oranges and dies in the past, but this summer they do not plan 

to put anything in the water this year. 
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f. DOE  

 Ms. Erica Folio (DOE) noted DOE continues its collaboration with the U.S. Department of 

Transportation (DOT), Transport Canada and the University of North Dakota on crude by rail 

research (related to the risk of combustion during rail transport). The second task of the study 

was completed, which involved evaluating sampling methods for characterizing physical and 

chemical properties related to the transport of crude oil.  The third task of the study has 

started and involves data collection on combustion experiments during controlled burn 

scenarios. 

 Research at DOE’s field observatories is progressing.  The core characterization and analysis 

has been completed for the field observatory in the Permian Basin (Hydraulic Fracturing Test 

Site). 

 DOE’s Office of Fossil Energy released a Funding Opportunity Announcement, announcing 

the availability of $20 million for cost-shared oil and gas research projects to increase 

recovery efficiency from unconventional oil and gas wells and prevent offshore spills and 

leaks. This new funding opportunity seeks projects that will advance DOE’s objective to 

support a more environmentally responsible, secure, and resilient U.S. energy infrastructure, 

while enhancing economic competitiveness and national security.The three topic areas for 

this funding opportunity are as follows:  

o Technology validation using field laboratories  

o Advancement in subsurface diagnostics 

o Offshore spill and leak prevention  

 

g. PHSMA 

 Mr. Bob Smith noted that PHSMA has identified several topics in the prevention area and 

are still looking to put out the solicitations.  

 

h. USFWS, BOEM, and MARAD did not have updates.  NASA, USACE, USARC, 

FEMA/USFA, NIST were not in attendance.   

 

7. Biennial Report Action Plan 

a. Discussion 

 Ms. Trego noted that at the last ICCOPR meeting the members decided to downsize the 

report. This decision was the result of significant negative feedback on the lengthiness of 

the last Biennial Report, as well as feedback that Congressional Members (and staff) did 

not read the report.  

 The concept will be to have less pages, but more impact.  It will highlight/review all of 

the work being conducted or completed by the ICCOPR member agencies, and then 

direct readers to the website for specific information or details on each of the projects.  

 Ms. Trego would like to establish a core team with four to five people to review the new 

report format and to help shape the “message” that the report is trying to convey. 

o It will be important to help the reader understand the various stages of research and 

also highlight the successes and failures, and knowing more about what we don’t 

know.  

 The core team will include: USCG, EPA, BSEE, and NOAA.  The team will conduct a 

few conference calls over a 30-day period to develop the report framework. 
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 Once the outline is developed, it will be sent to the larger ICCOPR membership for 

review and feedback, go through several review rounds, and will also be discussed at the 

September meeting.  

 Ms. Chang noted concern with downsizing the report, and mentioned that the 2012-2013 

report was criticized for the report being too short.  There is concern that this is the main 

opportunity to comprehensively discuss agency R&D activities, and in the absence of 

that, agencies could be at risk of losing research funding.  

o A project and publications list will be developed.  A point of contact from each 

agency is needed to help complete the data call.  

o The idea is to be clear and concise to highlight the main coordinated research 

initiatives (mapped to the R&T plan), summarize all the projects and then also 

provide references that direct the reader to the ICCOPR website and agency websites 

for papers and details on the projects.   

 

Action Item:  

 EPA, BSEE and NOAA will send Ms. Trego the name of a person to serve on the 

Biennial Report core team.  

 All ICCOPR members will designate a point of contact to perform a project data call for 

the Biennial Report and send that name to Ms. Trego.  

 

8. ICCOPR v NRT Discussion Update 

a. Discussion 

 ICCOPR was reinvigorated after the Cosco Busan incident. It is a research focused 

organization, mandated by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA 90) to coordinate and 

collaborate research efforts with other federal agencies, academic, and a broad selection 

of partners. ICCOPR is also authorized to be funded up to $20 million a year, according 

to OPA 90.   

 While not mandated, the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency 

Plan (NCP) says that the NRT should have an organization that looks at science, which is 

accomplished through the NRT S&T Subcommittee. The work done by the S&T 

Subcommittee is more operations-based, and includes the development of products for 

the greater National Response System (NRS).  Also it should be noted that the S&T 

Subcommittee is not limited to focusing only on oil.  

 In the early days, the NRT S&T Subcommittee did an annual report and ICCOPR would 

take that report and attach to the Biennial Report.  

 The S&T Subcommittee should identify the operational gaps that drive research that is 

then coordinated and conducted by ICCOPR member agencies.  Additionally, the S&T 

Subcommittee could be a path supporting operations for research through guidance or 

other similar materials. 

 It is important to ensure that the NRT S&T Subcommittee and ICCOPR are aligned and 

not redundant.  

 

9. Closing:  

 CAPT Loring, Dr. Conmy, and Ms. Trego thanked ICCOPR members for participating in 

the meeting. 
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 The next quarterly meeting will take place September 13 and 14, 2017 at NOAA 

Headquarters in Silver Spring, MD. 

 In addition to the updates and the Biannual Report, there are currently four presentations 

lined up for the next meeting. Due to the agenda length, the next meeting may be 

extended to a day and a half.  

 Ms. Trego adjourned the meeting at 3:45 pm.     

 

#  

 
Enclosures: (1)  Meeting Agenda for June 21, 2017 
 (2)     NETL brief 
 (3)     New GNOME brief  

 (4)     NOAA Agency Update  

 (5)     BSEE Agency Update 

 (6)     USCG Agency Update  

 (7) Biennial Report Timeline 
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